
Taraveeh: Nineteenth Night

Surah Saba

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The Surah takes its name from verse 15 in which the word Saba has 

occurred, which implies that it is the Surah in which mention has been 

made of Saba (i. e. the Sabaeans).

Period of Revelation

The exact period of its revelation is not known from any reliable tradition. 

However, the style shows that it is either the middle or the early Makkan 

period. If it is the middle period, it was probably its initial stage when the 

persecution had not yet become tyrannical and the Islamic movement was 

being suppressed only by resort to derision and ridicule, rumor mongering, 

false allegations and casting of evil suggestions in the people's minds.



Theme and Subject Matter
The Surah deals with those objections of the disbelievers, which they were 

raising against the Holy Prophet's message of Tauhid and the Hereafter, 

and about his Prophethood itself, mostly in the form of absurd allegations 

and taunts and mockery. These objections have been answered, 

sometimes by citing them and sometimes without citing them, and the 

discourse itself shows which objection is being answered at a particular 

place. The answers mostly take the form of instruction and admonition and 

argument, but at some places the disbelievers have been warned also of 

the evil consequences, of their stubbornness. In this connection, the stories 

of the Sabaeans and the Prophets David and Solomon have been related 

to impress this lesson: "You have both these historical precedents before 

you. On the one hand, there were the Prophets David and Solomon, who 

had been blessed by Allah with great powers and such grandeur and glory 

as had been granted to hardly any people before them. In spite of this, they 

were not proud and arrogant, but remained grateful servants of their Lord. 

They were never rebellious. On the other hand, there were the people of 

Saba, who, when blessed by Allah, became proud, and were consequently 

so thoroughly destroyed and dispersed as to be remembered only in myths 

and legends. With these precedents in view, you may see and judge for 

yourselves as to which bind of the life is better: that which is built on belief 

in Tauhid and the Hereafter and the attitude of gratefulness to Allah, or that 

which is based on disbelief and shirk and denial of the Hereafter and the 

worship of the world."



Surah Fatir

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The word Fatir of the first very verse is the title given to this Surah, which 

simply means that it is a Surah in which the word Fatir has occurred. The 

other name is Al Malaika, which also occurs in the first verse.

Period of Revelation

The internal evidence of the style shows that the period of the revelation of 

this Sarah is probably the middle Makkan period, and especially that part of 

it, when antagonism had grown quite strong and every sort of mischief was 

being adopted to frustrate the mission of the Holy Prophet.

Subject Matter and Theme

The discourse is meant to warn and reprove the people of Makkah and 

their chiefs for their antagonistic attitude that they had then adopted 

towards the Holy Prophet's message of Tauhid, like a well wisher, and also 

to admonish them like a teacher, as if to say: "O foolish people, the way to 

which this Prophet is calling you is to your own advantage. Your anger, 

your tricks and machinations against it and your conspiracies and designs 

to frustrate it are not directed against him but against your own selves. If 

you do not listen to him, you will be harming your own selves, not him. Just 

consider and ponder over what he says : there is nothing wrong in it. He 

repudiates shirk. If you look around carefully, you will yourself realize that 

there is no basis for shirk in the world. He presents the doctrine of Tauhid. 

If you use your common sense, you will come to the conclusion that there 

is no being, beside Allah, Creator of the Universe, which might possess 



divine attributes and powers and authority. He tells you that you have not 

been created to be irresponsible in this world, but you have to render an 

account of your deeds before your God, and that there is life after the life of 

this world when everyone will meet the consequences of what he has done 

here. If you thing a little you will see that your doubts and your 

astonishment about it are absolutely baseless. Don't you see the 

phenomenon of the reproduction of creation day and night. How can then 

your own recreation be impossible for that God Who created you from an 

insignificant sperm drop? Doesn't your own intellect testify that the good 

and the evil cannot be alike? Then think and judge for yourselves as to 

what is reasonable: should the good and the evil meet with the same fate 

and end up in the dust, or should the good be requited with good and the 

evil with evil? Now, if you do not admit and acknowledge these rational and 

reasonable things and do not abandon your false gods, and wish to 

continue living only as irresponsible people in the world, the Prophet will 

not lose anything. It is you yourselves only who will suffer the 

consequences. The Prophet's only responsibility was to make the truth 

plain to you, which he has done".

In this connection, the Holy Prophet has been consoled again and again, 

as if to say:"When you are doing full justice to the preaching of your 

mission, you do not incur any responsibility for those who persist in their 

error and do not accept and follow the right way". Furthermore, he has also 

been consoled to the effect "You should neither grieve on account of those 

who do not want to believe, nor consume yourself with the thought of how 

to bring them to the rights path. Instead of this, you should pay your full 

attention to those who are inclined to listen to you".

The believers also, in this connection, have been given the good news so 

that they may feel strengthened and encouraged and remain steadfast on 

the path of the truth with full faith in the promises made by Allah.



Surah Ya-Sin

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The Surah takes its name from the two letters of the alphabet with which it 

begins.

Period of Revelation

A study of the style shows that it was either sent down during the last stage 

of the middle Makkan period, or it is one of those Surahs, which were sent 

down during the last stage of the Holy Prophet's stay at Makkah.

Subject Matter and Theme

The object of the discourse is to warn the Quraish of the consequences of 

not believing in the Prophethood of Muhammad (may Allah's peace and 

blessings be upon him) and of resisting and opposing it with tyranny, 

ridicule and mockery. The aspect of the warning is dominant and 

conspicuous although along with repeatedly giving the warnings, 

arguments also have been given for the correct understanding by the 

people.

Arguments have been given for three things: (1) For Tauhid, from the signs 

of the universe and from common sense; (2) for the Hereafter, from the 

signs of the universe, from common sense and from man's own existence 

itself; and (3) for the Prophethood of the Prophet Muhammad, from the fact 

that he was facing all kinds of hardships in the preaching of his message 

without any selfish motive, and from this that whatever he was inviting the 



people to was rational and reasonable, accepting which was in the people's 

own interest.

On the strength of these arguments, themes of reprobation, reproof and 

warning have been presented repeatedly in a highly forceful manner, so 

that hearts are shaken up and those which have any capacity for accepting 

the truth left in them should not remain unmoved.

Imam Ahmad, Abu Daud, Nasai, Ibn Majah and Tabarani have related on 

the authority of Hadrat Ma'qil bin Yasar that the Holy Prophet said:"Surah 

Ya Sin is the heart of the Qur'an."This is similar to describing the Surah Al 

Fatiha has the Umm al Qur’an Umm al Qur’an (the essence or core of the 

Qur'an), because Al Fatihah contains the sum and substance of the 

teaching of the whole Quran. The Surah Ya Sin has been called the 

throbbing heart of the Qur'an because it presents the message of the 

Qur'an in a most forceful manner, which breaks the inertness and stirs the 

spirit of man to action.

Again Imam Ahmad, Aba Da'ud and Ibn Majah have related from the same 

Ma'qil bin Yasar that the Holy Prophet said: "Recite Surah Ya Sin to the 

dying ones among you." The object is not only to revive and refresh the 

whole Islamic creed in the mind of the dying person but also bring before 

him, in particular, a complete picture of the Hereafter so that he may know 

what stages he would have to pass through after crossing the stage of this 

worldly life. In view of this, it would be desirable that along with the 

recitation of the Surah YaSin its translation also is made for the benefit of 

the person who does not know Arabic so that the purpose of the 

admonition is duly fulfilled.



Surah As-Saffat

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The name is derived from the word ‘was saaffat’ with which the Surah 

begins.

Period of Revelation

The subject matter and the style show that this Surah probably was sent 

down in the middle of the Makkan period, or perhaps in the last stage of the 

middle Makkan period. The style clearly indicates that antagonism is raging 

strong in the background and the Holy Prophet and his Companions are 

passing through very difficult and discouraging circumstances.

Subject Matter and Theme

The disbelievers of Makkah have been severely warned for their attitude of 

mockery and derision with which they were responding to the Holy 

Prophet's message of Tauhid and the Hereafter and for their utter refusal to 

accept and acknowledge his claim to Prophethood. In the end, they have 

been plainly warned that the Prophet whom they are mocking and ridiculing 

will overwhelm them in spite of their power and self and they will find the 

army of Allah encamping in the very courtyards of their houses (vv. 171-

179. This notice was given at a time when there appeared no chance 

whatever of the Holy Prophet's success and triumph. The Muslims (who 

have been called Allah's army in these verses) were being made the target 

of severe persecution. Three-fourth of their population had already 

emigrated and hardly 40 to 50 of the Companions were left with the Holy 

Prophet in Makkah who were experiencing all sorts of the excesses with 



utter helplessness. Under such circumstances, in view of the apparent 

conditions, no one could believe that the Holy Prophet and the handful of 

his ill equipped Companions would ultimately attain dominance. The people 

rather thought that the new movement would end and be buried in the 

ravines of Makkah. But hardly 15 to 16 years had passed when on the 

conquest of Makkah precisely the same thing happened of which the 

disbelievers had been forewarned.

Along with administering warnings, Allah in this Surah has done full justice 

also to the theme of inducement and instruction in a balanced way. Brief 

but impressive arguments have been given about the validity of the 

doctrines of Tauhid and the Hereafter. Criticism has been made of the 

creed of the mushrikin to show the absurdity of their beliefs; they have 

been informed of the evil consequences of their deviations, which have 

been contrasted with the splendid results of the faith and righteous acts. 

Then, in continuation of the same, Precedents from past history have been 

cited to show how Allah had been treating His Prophets and their followers: 

how He has been favoring His faithful servants and punishing their deniers 

and rejecters.

The most instructive of the historical narratives presented in this Surah is 

the important event of the pious life of the Prophet Abraham, who became 

ready to sacrifice his only son as soon as he received an inspiration from 

Allah. In this there was a lesson not only for the disbelieving Quraish, who 

waxed proud of their blood relationship with him, but also for the Muslims 

who had believed in Allah and His Messenger. By narrating this event they 

were told what is the essence and the real spirit of Islam, and how a true 

believer should be ready to sacrifice his all for the pleasure and approval of 

Allah after he has adopted it as his Faith and Creed.

The last verses of the Surah were not only a warning for the disbelievers 
but also a good news for the believers who were passing through highly 
unfavorable and discouraging conditions on account of their supporting and 



following the Holy Prophet. In these verses they were given the good news 
that they should not be disheartened at the hardships and difficulties they 
had to encounter in the beginning, for in the end they alone would attain 
dominance, and the standard bearers of falsehood, who appeared to be 
dominant at the time would be overwhelmed and vanquished at their 
hands. A few years later the turn the events took, proved that it was not an 
empty consolation but an inevitable reality of which they had been foretold 
in order to strengthen their hearts.
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