
Taraveeh: Twentieth Night

Surah Sad

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The Surah takes its name from the alphabetic letter Saud with which it 

begins.

Period of Revelation

As will be explained below, according to some traditions this Surah was 

sent down in the period when the Holy Prophet had started calling the 

people openly to Islam in Makkah, and this had caused great alarm among 

the chiefs of the Quraish. If this be true, its period of revelation would be 

about the 4th year of the Prophethood. According to some other traditions, 

it was sent down after Hadrat Umar's embracing Islam, and this happened, 

as is well known, after the migration to Habash. Another chain of the 



traditions shows that the event which occasioned the revelation of this 

Surah took place during the last illness of Abu Talib. If this be correct, the 

period of its revelation would be the 10th or 11th year of the Prophethood .

Historical Background

Here is a resume of the traditions related by Imam Ahmad, Nasa'i, Tirmidhi, 

Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi Shaibah, Ibn Abu Hatim, Muhammad bin Ishaq and 

others:

When Abu Talib fell ill, and the Quraish chiefs knew that his end was near, 

they held consultations and decided to approach the old chief with the 

request that he should solve the dispute between them and his nephew. 

For they feared that if Abu Talib died and then they subjected Muhammad 

(upon whom be Allah's peace) to a harsh treatment, after his death, the 

Arabs would taunt them, saying, “They were afraid of the old chief as long 

as he lived now that he is dead they have started maltreating his nephew." 

At least 25 of the Quraish chiefs including Abu Jahl, Abu Sufyan, Umayyah 

bin Khalaf, Asbin Wa'il, Aswad bin al-Muttalib, 'Uqbah bin Abi Mu'ait, Utbah 

and Shaibah went to Abu Talib. First, they put before him their complaints 

against the Holy Prophet as usual, then said, "We have come to present 

before you a just request and it is this : let your nephew leave us to our 

religion, and we shall leave him to his. He may worship whomever he may 

please: we shall not stand in his way in this matter; but he should not 

condemn our gods, and should not try to force us to give them up. Please 

tell him to make terms with us on this condition". AbuTalib called the Holy 

Prophet and said, "Dear nephew, these people of your tribe have come to 

me with a request. They want you to agree with them on a just matter so as 

to put an end to your dispute with them."Then he told him about the request 

of the chiefs of the Quraish. The Holy Prophet replied, "Dear uncle: I shall 

request them to agree upon a thing which, if they accept, will enable them 

to conquer the whole of Arabia and subject the non-Arab world to their 

domination. "Hearing this the people were first confounded; they did not 



know how they should turn down such a proposal. Then, after they had 

considered the matter, they replied: "You speak of one word: we are 

prepared to repeat ten others like it, but please tell us what it is." The Holy 

Prophet said: La ilaha ill-Allah. At this they got up all together and left the 

place saying what Allah has narrated in the initial part of this Surah.

Ibn Sa'd in his Tabaqat has related this event just as cited above, but, 

according to him, this did not happen during Abu Talib's last illness but at 

the time when the Holy Prophet had started preaching Islam openly, and 

the news of the conversion of one person or the other was being heard 

almost daily in Makkah. In those days the Quraish chiefs had led several 

deputations to Abu Talib and had asked him to stop Muhammad (upon 

whom be Allah's peace and blessings) from preaching his message, and it 

was with one of those deputations that this conversation had taken place.

Zamakhshari, Razi, Nisaburi and some other commentators say that this 

deputation went to Abu Talib at the time then the chiefs of the Quraish had 

been upset at Hadrat Umar’s embracing Islam; but no reference to its basis 

is available in any book of the traditions, nor have these commentators 

cited the source of their this information. However, if it be true, it is 

understand able. For the unbelieving Quraish had already been bewildered 

to see that the person who had arisen from among themselves with the 

message of Islam had no parallel in the entire tribe as regarded nobility, 

purity of character, wisdom and seriousness. Moreover, his right hand man 

and chief supporter was a man like Abu-Bakr, who was well known in and 

around Makkah as a gentle, righteous and brilliant man. Now when they 

might have seen that a brave and resolute man like Umar also had joined 

them, they must have felt that the danger was growing and becoming 

intolerable.



Subject Matter and Topics

The Surah begins with a review of the aforesaid meeting. Making the 

dialogue between the Holy Prophet and the disbelievers the basis, Allah 

says that the actual reason with those people for their denial is not any 

defect in the message of Islam but their own arrogance, jealousy and 

insistence on following the blind. They are not prepared to believe in a man 

from their own clan as a Prophet of God and follow him. They want to 

persist in the ideas of ignorance which they have found their ancestors 

following. And when a person exposes their this ignorance and presents 

the truth before them, they are alarmed and regard it as an oddity, rather as 

a novel and impossible thing. For them the concept of Tauhid and the 

Hereafter is not only an unacceptable creed but also a concept which only 

deserves to be ridiculed and mocked.

Then, Allah, both in the initial part of the Surah and in its last sentences, 

has precisely warned the disbelievers, as if to say, "The man whom you are 

ridiculing today and whose guidance you reject will soon overpower you, 

and the time is not far when in this very city of Makkah, where you are 

persecuting him, he will overwhelm you completely."

Then describing nine of the Prophets, one after the other, with greater 

details of the story of the Prophets David and Solomon; Allah has 

emphasized the point that His Law of Justice is impartial and objective, that 

only the right attitude of man is acceptable to Him, that He calls to account 

and punishes every wrong doer who. ever he be, and that He likes only 

those people who do not persist in wrongdoing but repent as soon as they

are warned of it, and pass their life in the world keeping in mind their 

accountability in the Hereafter.

After this, the final end that the obedient servants and the disobedient 

people will meet in the Hereafter, has been depicted, and two things have 

been especially impressed on the disbelievers:(1) That the leaders and 



guides whom the ignorant people are following blindly in the world, on the 

way of deviation, will have reached Hell even before their followers in the 

Hereafter, and the two groups will be cursing each other there; and (2) that 

the disbelievers will be amazed to see that there is no trace whatever in 

Hell of the believers whom they used to regard as contemptible in the world 

and will themselves be involved in its torment.

In conclusion, mention has been made of the story of Adam and Iblis 

(Satan), which is meant to tell the disbelieving Quraish that the same 

arrogance and vanity which was preventing them from bowing before 

Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace) had prevented Iblis also from 

bowing before Adam. Iblis felt jealous of the high rank God had given to 

Adam and became accursed when he disobeyed His Command. Likewise, 

"You, O people of Quraish, are feeling jealous of the high rank God has 

bestowed on Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace) and are not 

prepared to obey him whom God has appointed His messenger. Therefore, 

you will be doomed ultimately to the same fate as will be met by Satan."

Surah Az-Zumar

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The Surah derives its name from verse 71 and 73 in which the word zumar

has occurred.



Period of Revelation

In verse 10 (wa ardullah-i-wasi atun): and Allah's earth is vast) there is 

abundant evidence that this Surah was sent down before the migration to 

Habash. Some traditions provide the explanation that this verse was sent 

down in respect of Hadrat Ja'far bin Abi Talib and his companions when 

they made up their mind to emigrate to Habash.(Ruh al-Maani, vol. XXII, p. 

226).

Theme and Subject matter

The entire Surah is a most eloquent and effective address which was given 

some time before the emigration to Habash, in an environment filled with 

tyranny and persecution, ill-will and antagonism, at Makkah. It is a sermon 

whose addressees mainly are the unbelieving Quraish, although here and 

there the believers also have been addressed. In it the real aim of the 

invitation of Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace and blessings) had 

been enunciated, which is this: Man should adopt Allah's servitude 

sincerely, and should not pollute his God worship with the service of any 

other. Presenting this cardinal principle in different ways over and over 

again, the truth of Tauhid and the excellent results of accepting it, and the 

falsehood of shirk and the evil consequences of following it, have been 

explained in a most forceful way, and the people exhorted to give up their 

wrong way of life and return to the mercy of their Lord. In this very 

connection, the believers have been instructed, as if to say:"If a place has 

become narrow for the worship and service of Allah, His earth is vast: you 

may emigrate to some other place in order to save your faith: Allah will 

reward you for your patience."On the other hand, the Holy Prophet has 

been encouraged, so as to say:"Tell the disbelievers plainly that they may 

do whatever they like, but their persecutions and tyrannies will never deter 

you from the way of Islam; that they may go on doing their worst to obstruct 



your way, but you will continue to perform your mission in spite of the 

adverse conditions and circumstances."

Surah Al-Mu'min

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The Surah takes its name Al Mu’min from verse 28, implying thereby, that it 

is a Surah in which Al Mu’min (the Believer of Pharaoh's people) has been 

mentioned.

Period of Revelation

According to Ibn 'Abbas and Jabir bin Zaid, this Surah was sent down 

consecutively after Surah Az-Zumar, and its present position in the order of 

the Surahs in the Quran is the same as its chronological order.

Background of Revelation

There are clear indications in the subject matter of this Surah to the 

conditions in which it was revealed. The disbelievers of Makkah at that time 

were engaged in two kinds of the activities against the Holy Prophet. First, 

they were creating every kind of suspicion and misgiving in the minds of the 

people about the teaching of the Quran and the message of Islam and 

about the Holy Prophet himself by starting many disputes and discussions, 

raising irrelevant objections and bringing ever new accusations so that the 

Holy Prophet and the believers were sick of trying to answer them. Second, 

they were preparing the ground for putting an end to the Holy Prophet 

himself. They were devising one plot after the other, and on one occasion 



had even taken the practical steps to execute a plot. Bukhari has related a 

tradition on the authority of Hadrat Abdullah bin Amr bin 'As saying that one 

day when the Holy Prophet was offering his Prayer in the precinct's of the 

Kabbah, suddenly 'Uqbah bin Abi Mu'ait, rushed forward and putting a 

piece of cloth round his neck started twisting it so as to strangle him to 

death. Hadrat Abu Bakr, who happened to go there in time, pushed him 

away. Hadrat Abdullah says that when Abu-Bakr was struggling with the 

cruel man, he was saying words to the effect: "Would you kill a man only 

because he says: Allah is my Lord?"With a little variation this event has 

also been mentioned in Ibn Hisham, Nasa'i and Ibn Abi Hatim.

Theme and Topics

Both aspects of this have been clear]y stated at the very outset, and then 

the whole following discourse is a most effective and instructive review of 

them.

As an answer to the conspiracies of murder, the story of the Believer of the 

people of Pharaoh has been narrated (vv. 23 - 55) and through this story 

three different lessons have been taught to the three groups:

1. The disbelievers have been admonished: "Whatever you intend to do 
against Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace), the same did the 
Pharaoh with his might intend against the Prophet Moses. Now, 
would you like to meet with the same fate with which he met by 
plotting such conspiracies?"

2. The Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace) and his 
followers have been taught the lesson: "These wicked people may 
apparently be very strong and powerful and you very weak and 
helpless against them, yet you should rest assured that the might of 
that God Whose Word you are trying to raise high is superior to every 
other power. Therefore, you should only seek Allah's refuge in 
response to every and any dreadful threat that they utter against you, 
and then busy yourself after this in fearlessly performing your 



mission. The God-worshipper has only one answer to every threat of 
the tyrant: `I have taken refuge in my Lord and your Lord against 
every arrogant person who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning.' 
(v. 27) Thus, if you go on performing your mission fearless of every 
danger and with full trust in God, His succor will ultimately reach you, 
and the Pharaohs of today shall be doomed just as the Pharaohs of 
yesterday. Till that time you will have to face and bear patiently every 
wave of persecution and tyranny that may be directed against you."

3. Besides these two, there was a third group of the people also in the 
society, who had been convinced in their hearts that the Truth was 
only on the side of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be 
Allah's peace), and that the disbelieving Quraish were being unjust 
and cruel. But in spite of the conviction they were watching quietly 
and unconcerned the conflict between the Truth and falsehood. Allah 
here has aroused their conscience as if to say: "When the enemies of 
the Truth have openly plotted, in front of your very eyes, it would be a 
sad reflection on you if you still remained indifferent. Under such 
conditions, unless a person's conscience has wholly become dead, 
he should rise and perform the duty, which a righteous man from 
among the courtiers of Pharaoh himself had performed at a time 
when the Pharaoh had made up his mind to kill the Prophet Moses. 
The circumstances that prevent you from raising your voice had also 
obstructed the way of the Believer, but he had full faith in Allah and 
disregarded all expediency; then note that the Pharaoh was not able 
to do him any harm."

Now as for the conspiracies, which were continuing in Makkah day and 

night to defeat the Truth, on the one hand, arguments have been given to 

prove the doctrines of Tauhid and the Hereafter as true, which were the 

real basis of the dispute between the Holy Prophet and the disbelievers, 

and it has been stated plainly and openly that the disbelievers are 

wrangling over those truths without any knowledge. On the other, the 

motives which were the real cause of the Quraishite chiefs' conflict against 

the Holy Prophet have been exposed. Apparently they were trying to have 

the common people believe that they had some genuine objections against 



the teaching of the Prophet and his claim to Prophethood; that is why they 

were not prepared to listen to him. But, in fact, this was their struggle for 

power. In verse 56, they have been openly warned, so as to say" "The real 

cause of your denial is your arrogance and vanity. You think that if you 

acknowledge the Prophethood of Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's 

peace), your power and authority will come to an end. That is why you are 

straining every nerve to frustrate and defeat him."

In the same connection, the disbelievers have been warned again and 

again to the effect:"If you do not desist from wrangling against the 

Revelations of Allah, you will be doomed to the same fate as the nations of 

the past. Much worse torment awaits you in the Hereafter. Then you will 

repent, but it will be too late.
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