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’ Surah Ha-Mim

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

The name of this Surah is composed of two words, Ha-Mim and As-Sajdah,
which implies that it is a Surah which begins with Ha-Mim and in which a
verse requiring the performance of sajdah, (prostration) has occurred.

Period of Revelation

According to authentic Traditions, it was sent down after the affirmation of
the Faith by Hadrat Hamzah and before the affirmation of the Faith by
Hadrat Umar. Muhammad bin Ishaq, the earliest biographer of the Holy
Prophet, has related on the authority of Muhammad bin Ka'b al-Qurzi, the
famous follower of the Companions, that one day some of the Quraish
chiefs were sitting in their assembly in the Masijid al-Haram, while in
another corner of the Mosque there was the Holy Prophet sitting by himself
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This was the time when Hadrat Hamzah had already embraced Islam and
the people of the Quraish were feeling upset at the growing numbers of the
Muslims. On this occasion, Utbah bin Rabi'ah (the father-in-law of Abu
Sufyan) said to the Quraish chiefs: "Gentlemen, if you like | would go and
speak to Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace and blessings) and put
before him some proposals; maybe that he accepts one of them, to which
we may also agree, and so he stops opposing us." They all agreed to this,
and Utbah went and sat by the Holy Prophet. When the Holy Prophet
turned to him, he said: "Nephew, you know the high status that you enjoy in
the community by virtue of your ancestry and family relations, but you have
put your people to great trouble: you have created divisions among them
and you consider them to be fools: you talk ill of their religion and gods, and
say things as though all our forefathers were pagans. Now listen to me and
| shall make some suggestions. Consider them well: maybe that you accept
one of them." The Holy Prophet said:"Abul Walid, say what you want to say
and | shall listen to you." He said, "Nephew, if by what you are doing, you
want wealth, we will give you enough of it so that you will be the richest
man among us; if you want to became an important man, we will make you
our chief and will never decide a matter without you; if you want to be a
king, we will accept you as our king; and if you are visited by a jinn, whom
you cannot get rid of by your own power, we will arrange the best
physicians and have you treated at our own expense." 'Utbah went on
speaking in this strain and the Holy Prophet went on listening to him
quietly. Then he said, "Have you said, O Abul Walid, what you had to say?"
He replied that he had. The Holy Prophet said: "Well, now listen to
me."Then pronouncing Bismillah ir Rehman-ir-Raheem he began to recite
this very Surah, and Utbah kept on listening to it, putting his hands behind
his back and leaning on them as he listened. Coming to the verse of
prostration (v. 38) the Holy Prophet prostrated himself; then raising his
head, said, "This was my reply, O Abul Walid, now you may act as you
please." then Utbah arose and walked back towards the chiefs, the people
saw him from afar, and said: "By God! Utbab's face is changed. He does
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not look the same man that he was when he went from here." Then, when
he came back and sat down, the people asked, “What have you heard?"
He replied, "By God! | have heard something the like of which | had never
heard before. By God, it's neither poetry, nor sorcery, nor magic. O chiefs
of the Quraish, listen to what | say and leave this man to himself. | think
what he recites is going to have its effect. If the other Arabs overcome him,
you will be saved from raising your band against your brother, and the
others will deal with him. But if he overcame Arabia, his sovereignty would
be your sovereignty and his honor your honor." Hearing this the chiefs
spoke out:"You too, O father of Walid, have been bewitched by his
tongue."Utbah replied, "I have given you my opinion; now you may act as
you please." (Ibn Hisham, vol. I, pp. 313-314).

This story has been narrated by several other traditionists also on the
authority of Hadrat Jabir bin Abdullah in different ways, with a little variation
in wording. In some traditions it has also been related that when during the
recitation the Holy Prophet had come to verse 13, viz."If they turn away,
say to them: | warn you of a thunderbolt the like of which had visited the Ad
and the Thamud, “Utbah had spontaneously placed his hand on the Holy
Prophet's mouth, and said: "For God's sake, have mercy on your people."
Afterwards he justified his action before the Quraish chiefs, saying: "You
know that whatever Muhammad says is always fulfilled; therefore, | feared
lest a torment should descend on us." (For details, see Tafsir Ibn Kathir,
vol. IV, pp. 90-91; Al Bidayah wan-Nihayah, vol. lll, p. 62).

Theme and Subject Matter

In the discourse that Allah sent down in response to what Utbah said, no
attention whatever was paid to the absurd proposals that he had made to
the Holy Prophet. For what he had said was, in fact, an attack on the Holy
Prophet's intention and his intellect. His assumption was that as there was
no possibility of his being a Prophet and the Quran being Allah's
Revelation, inevitably the motive of his invitation must either be the desire
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to obtain wealth and political power, or, God forbid, he had lost his reason.
In the first case, he wanted to make a bargain with the Holy Prophet; in the
second, he was insulting him when he said that the Quraish chiefs would
have been cured of his madness at their own expense. Obviously, when
the opponents come down to such absurd things, no gentleman would like
to answer them, but would ignore them and say what he himself had to say.

Therefore, ignoring what Utbah said, this Surah makes antagonism its
subject of discussion, which the unbelieving Quraish were showing
stubbornly and wickedly in order to defeat the message of the Qur'an. They
would say to the Holy Prophet, "You may try however hard you try: we
would not listen to you. We have put coverings on our hearts and we have
closed our ears. There is a wall between you and us, which would never let
us meet together."

They had given a clear notice to the Holy Prophet to the effect: "You may
continue your mission of inviting the people to yourself, but we would go on
opposing you as hard as we can to frustrate your mission."

For this object they had devised the following plan: Whenever the Holy
Prophet or a follower of his would try to recite the Qur'an before the people,
they would at once raise such a hue and cry that no one could bear
anything.

They were desperately trying to misconstrue the verses of the Qur'an and
spread every kind of misunderstanding among the people. They
misconstrued everything and found fault even with the straightforward
things. They would isolate words and sentences from their right context,
from here and there, and would add their own words in order to put new
meanings on them so as to mislead the people about the Quran and the
Messenger who presented it.

They would raise strange objections a specimen of which has been
presented in this Surah. They said, "If an Arab presents a discourse in
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Arabic, what could be the miracle in it? Arabic is his mother tongue.
Anyone could compose anything that he pleased in his mother tongue and
then make the claim that he had received it from God. It would be a miracle
if the person would suddenly arise and make an eloquent speech in a
foreign tongue which he did not know. Then only could one say that the
discourse was not of his own composition but a revelation from God."

Here is a resume of what has been said in answer to this deaf and blind
opposition:

1. The Qur'an is most certainly the Word of God, which He has sent
down in Arabic. The ignorant people do not find any light of
knowledge in the truths that have been presented in it plainly and
clearly, but the people of understanding are seeing this light as well
as benefiting by it. It is surely Allah's mercy that He has sent down
this Word for the guidance of man. If a person regarded it as an
affliction, it would be his own misfortune. Good news is for those who
benefit by it and warning for those who turn away from it.

. If you have put coverings on your hearts and have made yourselves
deaf, it is none of the Prophet's job to make the one hear who does
not want to hear, and the one who does not want to understand
forcibly. He is a man like you; he can make only those to hear and
understand, who are inclined to hear and understand.

. Whether you close down your eyes and ears and put coverings on
your hearts, the fact, however, is that your God is only One God, and
you are not the servant of anyone else. Your stubbornness cannot
change this reality in any way. If you accept this truth and correct
your behavior accordingly you will do good only to yourselves, and if
you reject it, you will only be preparing your own doom.

. Do you have any understanding as to whom you disbelieve and with
whom you associate others in divinity? It is with regard to that God
Who has created this limitless universe, Who is the Creator of the
earth and heavens, from Whose blessings you are benefiting on the
earth, and on Whose provisions you are being fed and sustained.
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You set up His mean creatures as His associates and then you are
made to understand the truth you turn away in stubbornness.

. If you still do not believe, then be aware that a sudden torment is
about to visit you, the like of which had visited the Ad and the
Thamud, and this torment also will not be the final punishment of your
crimes, but there is in addition the accountability and the fire of Hell in
the Hereafter.

. Wretched is the man who gets as company such satans from among
men and jinn, who show him nothing but green and pleasant, who
make his follies seem fair to him, who neither let him think aright
himself nor let him hear right from others. But on the Day of
Reckoning when their doom overtakes them, each one of them will
say that if he happened to get hold of those who had misled and
deceived him in the world, he would trample them under his foot.

. This Quran is an unchangeable Book. You cannot defeat it by your
machinations and falsehoods. Whether falsehood comes from the
front or makes a secret and indirect attack from behind, it cannot
succeed in refuting it.

. Today when this Quran is being Presented in your own language so
that you may understand it, you say that it should have been sent
down in some foreign tongue. But had We sent it in a foreign tongue
for your guidance, you would yourselves have called it a joke, as if to
say, “What a strange thing! The Arabs are being given guidance in a
non-Arabic language, which nobody understands." This means that
you, in fact, have no desire to obtain guidance. You are only inventing
ever new excuses for not affirming the faith.

. Have you ever considered that if it became established that the
Qur'an was really from Allah, then what fate you would meet by
denying it and opposing it so vehemently as you do?

10. Today you do not believe but soon you will see with your own
eyes that the message of this Qur'an had pervaded the whole world
and you have yourselves been overwhelmed by it. Then you will
come to know that what you were being told was the very truth.

Besides giving these answers to the opponents, attention has been paid to
the problems which the believers and the Holy Prophet himself were facing
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in that environment of active resistance. Not to speak of preaching the
message to others, the believers were even finding it difficult to follow the
way of the Faith. Anyone about whom it became known that he had
become a Muslim, life would become an agony. As against the dreadful
combination of the enemy and its all pervading power, they were feeling
utterly helpless and powerless. In this state, in the first place, they were
consoled and encouraged, as if to say:"You are not, in fact, helpless and
powerless, for any person who believes in God as his Lord and adheres to
this belief and way of life resolutely, God's angels descend on him and help
and support him at every stage, from the life of this world till the Hereafter."
Then they were encouraged with the consolation: "The best man is be who
does good, invites others to God and proclaims firmly that he is a Muslim."

The question that was vexing the Holy Prophet at that time was as to how
we should carve out a way of preaching his message when he had to face
such heavy odds on every side. The solution he was given to this question
was: "Although apparently the obstacles seem to be insurmountable, the
weapon of good morals and character can smash and melt them away.
Use this weapon patiently, and whenever Satan provokes you and incites
you to use some other device, seek refuge in Allah."

Surah Ash-Shura

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

It is derived from the sentence, wa amru-hum shura baina hum, of verse
38, implying thereby that it is a Surah in which the word shura has
occurred.
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Period of Revelation

Although it could not be known from any authentic traditions, yet one feels
after a study of its subject matter that this Surah might have been sent
down consecutively after Ha-Miim As Sajdah, for it seems to be, in a way, a
supplement to it. This will become clear to every person who first studies
Surah Ha-Mim As Sajdah carefully and then goes through this Surah. He
will see that in that Surah the Quraish chiefs had been taken to tack for
their deaf and blind opposition so that anyone in Makkah and in its out-
skirts, who had any sense of morality and nobility left in him, should know
how unreasonably the chiefs of the people were opposing Muhammad
(upon whom be Allah's peace), and as against them, how serious he was in
everything he said, how rational was his standpoint and how noble his
character and conduct. Immediately after that warning this Surah was sent
down, which did full justice to teaching and instruction, and made the truth
of the Holy Prophet's message plain in such an impressive way that
anyone who had any element of the love of the truth in him and who had
not been blinded by the errors of ignorance, could not help being influenced
by it.

Theme and Subject Matter

The discourse begins in a way as if to say:"Why are you expressing
surprise and amazement at what Our Prophet is presenting before you?
What he says is not new or strange, nor anything novel, which might have
been presented for the first time in history: that Revelation should come
down to a man from God and he should be given instructions for the
guidance of mankind. Allah has been sending similar Revelations with
similar instructions to the former Prophets before this. It is not surprising
that the Owner of the Universe should be acknowledged as Deity and
Ruler, but what is strange is that one should accept another as divine and
deity in spite of being His subject and slave. You are being angry with him
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who is presenting Tauhid before you, where as the shirk that you are
practicing with regard to the Master of the Universe is such a grave crime
as may cause the heavens to break asunder. The angels are amazed at
this boldness of yours and fear that the wrath of Allah might descend on
you any moment."

After this the people have been told that a person's being appointed to
Prophethood and his presenting himself as a Prophet does not mean that
he has been made master of the people's destinies and he has come to the
world with that very claim. Allah has kept the destinies in His own hand.
The Prophet has come only to arouse the heedless and guide the strayed
ones to the Right Path. To call to account those who do not listen to him
and to punish or not to punish them is Allah's own responsibility. and not
part of the Prophet's work. Therefore, they should take it out of their head
that the Prophet has come with a claim similar to those that are made by
their so called religious guides and saints to the effect that he who would
not listen to them, or would behave insolently towards them, would be burnt
to death: In this very connection, the people have also been told that the
Prophet has not come to condemn them but he is their well wisher; he is
warning them that the way they are following will only lead to their own
destruction.

Then, an answer has been given to the question: Why didn't Allah make all
human beings righteous by birth, and why did He allow the difference of
viewpoint owing to which the people start following each and every way of
thought and action? The answer given is this: Owing to this very fact has it
become possible for man to attain to the special mercy of Allah, which is
not meant for other dumb creatures, but is only meant for those endowed
with power and authority, who should take Allah as Patron and Guardian
not instinctively but consciously by willing choice. Allah supports the man
who adopts this way and guides and helps him to do good and right and
admits him into His special mercy. On the contrary, the man who misuses
his option and makes his patron those who are not, in fact, the guardians,
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and cannot be, are deprived of divine mercy. In this connection, it has also
been made clear that only Allah is the Patron of man and of all other
creatures. Others are neither the patron nor have the power to do full
justice to patronage. Man's success depends only on this that he should
make no mistake in choosing a patron for himself by the use of his free
choice, and should take only Him his Guide Who, in reality, is the real
Patron.

After this, it has been explained what the Din being presented by the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace) really is:

Its primary basis that as Allah Almighty is the Creator, Master and real
Patron of the Universe and Man, He alone is Man's Ruler, He alone has the
right to give Man Faith (Din) and Law (system of belief and practice) and
judge the disputes of man and tell what is Truth and what is falsehood. No
other being has any right whatever to be man's lawgiver. In other words,
like the natural sovereignty, the sovereignty with regard to lawmaking also
is vested only in Allah. No man or creature, apart from Allah, can be the
bearer of this sovereignty. And if a person does not recognize and accept
this Divine rule of Allah, it is merely futile for him to recognize the natural
sovereignty of Allah.

On this very basis has Allah ordained a Din (True Religion) for Man from
the very beginning. It was one and the same Religion that was vouchsafed
in every age to all the Prophets. No Prophet ever founded any separate
religion of his own. The same one Religion has been enjoined by Allah for
all Mankind since the beginning of creation, and all the Prophets have been
following it and inviting others to follow it.

This Religion and Creed was not sent so that man may rest content only
with believing in it, but it was sent with the purpose and intention that it
alone should be introduced, established and enforced in the world, and no
man made religion be made to prevail in Allah's earth apart from His
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Religion. The Prophets had not been appointed only to preach this Religion
but to establish it particularly in the world.

This same was the original Religion of mankind, but after the death of the
Prophets, selfish people created new creeds by creating schisms for vested
interests due to self conceit, vanity and ostentation. All the different
religions and creeds found in the world today have resulted from corruption
of the original Divine Truth.

Now, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace,) has
been sent so that he may present before the people the same and original
Religion in place of the various practices and artificial creeds and
manmade religions, and may try to establish the same. On this, if instead of
being grateful, you feel angry and come out to fight him, it is your folly; the
Prophet will not abandon his mission only because of your foolishness. He
has been enjoined to adhere to his faith at all costs and to carry out the
mission to which he has been appointed. Therefore, the people should not
cherish any false hope that in order to please thee he would cater to the
same whims and superstitions of ignorance which has corrupted Allah's
Religion before.

You do not understand how great an impudence it is against Allah to adopt
a man made religion and law instead of the Religion and Law enjoined by
Allah. You think it is an ordinary thing and there is nothing wrong with it. But
in the sight of Allah it is the worst kind of shirk and a grave crime whose
punishment will be imposed on all those who enforced their own religion on
Allah's earth and those who adopted and followed their religion.

Thus, after presenting a clear and visible concept of Religion it is said:"The
best possible method that could be employed for your instruction and for
bringing you to the Right Path has already been employed. On the one
hand, Allah has sent down His Book, which is teaching you the truth in a
most impressive way in your own language; and on the other, the lives of
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the Holy Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace) and his
Companions are present before you by which you can see for yourselves
what kind of men are prepared by the guidance given in this Book. Even
then if you do not accept this guidance, nothing else in the world can bring
you to the Right Path. The only alternative, therefore, is that you should be
allowed to persist in the same error in which you have remained involved
for centuries, and made to meet with the same doom which has been
destined by Allah for such wrongdoers."

While stating these truths, brief arguments have been given, here and
there, for Tauhid and the Hereafter, the world worshipers have been
warned of the evil consequences and their punishment in the life hereafter,
and the disbelievers have been criticized for the moral weaknesses, which
were the real cause of their deviation from the truth. The Surah has been
concluded with two important themes.

First, that the Holy Prophet was wholly unaware of this concept of the
"Book" or the True Faith during the first forty years of his life and then his
sudden appearance before the people with those two things, is a manifest
proof of his being a Prophet.

Secondly, his presenting his own teaching as the teaching of God does not
mean that he claims to have spoken to God, face to face, but God has
conveyed to him this Guidance, as in the case of all other Prophets, in
three ways: He speaks to His Prophets either through Revelation, or from
behind a veil, or He sends an angel with the message. This thing was
clarified so that the opponents did not have an opportunity of accusing the
Holy Prophet of claiming to have spoken to God, face to face, and the
lovers of the truth should know by what methods Allah gave instruction to
the man whom He had appointed to the mission of Prophethood.
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Surah Az-Zukhruf

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.

Name

It is derived from the word zukhruf-an which occurs in verse 33 of this
Surah.

Period of Revelation

It could not be known from any authentic tradition, but a study of its subject
matter shows that this Surah also was sent down in the same period in
which the Surahs Al-Mumin, As-Sajdah and Ash-Shura, were sent down. It
appears that the revelation of this series of the Surahs began when the
disbelievers of Makkah were planning to put an end to the Holy Prophet's
life. Day and night they were holding consultations in their assemblies as
how to eliminate him, and even an attack on his life also had been made as
has been clearly referred to in vv. 79-80.

Theme and Topics

In this Surah a forceful and severe criticism has been made of the Quraish
and the common Arabs creeds and superstitions of ignorance in which they
persisted, and their stubbornness has been exposed in a firm and effective
way, so that every member of the society, who was reasonable in some
degree, should be made to consider the evils in which the community was
involved and its tyrannical treatment of the person who was trying to
redeem it.

The discourse starts in a way as if to say: "You, by means of your
mischiefs, want that the revelation of this Book should be stopped, but
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Allah has never withheld the appointment of His Prophets and the
revelation of His Books because of the mischief of the people, but has
destroyed the wicked people, who obstructed the way of His guidance. The
same He will do again. A little further in vv. 41-43 and 79-80 the same thing
has been reiterated. Though the people who were plotting against his life
are meant, the Holy Prophet has been addressed to the effect: "whether
you remain alive or not, We will certainly punish the wicked," and the
people themselves have been plainly warned to the effect: "If you have
decided to take an action against Our Prophet, We too will take a decisive
action."

Then, it has been told what is the reality of the religion that the people are
following so devotedly and what are the arguments on whose strength they
are resisting Muhammad (upon whom be Allah's peace and Blessings).

They themselves admit that the Creator of the earth and heavens and of
themselves and their deities is only Allah. They also know and admit that
the blessings they are benefiting from, have been bestowed by Allah; yet
they insist on making others associates of Allah in His Godhead.

They regard the servants as the children of Allah, and that too daughters,
whom they regard as disgraceful for themselves.

They believe that the angels are goddesses; they have carved their images
as females; they adorn them with female dresses and ornaments, and call
them daughters of Allah: they worship them and invoke them for the
fulfillment of their needs. How did they know that the angels were female?

When they are rebuked for these superstitions, they present the pretense
of destiny and say:"Had Allah disapproved of these our practices, we could
not have worshiped these images, whereas the means of finding out
whether Allah had approved of something or not, are His Books and not
those things which are happening in the world according to His Will. For
under His Will not only idol worship but crimes like theft and adultery,
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robbery. murder, etc. also are being committed. Can this argument be used
to justify as right and proper this commission of every crime and evil is the
world?

When it is asked: Have you any other authority, apart from this wrong
argument, for the polytheism of yours? They reply, "The same has been the
practice since the time of our forefathers." In other words, this in their
opinion is a strong enough argument for a creed's being right and true,
whereas the Prophet Abraham, descent from whom is the only basis of
their pride and distinction, had rejected the religion of his elders and left his
home, and he had discarded every such blind imitation of his forefathers,
which did not have the support of any rational argument. Then, if these
people had to follow their elders only, for this also they selected their most
ignorant elders and abandoned their most illustrious elders like the
Prophets Abraham and Ishmael (on whom be peace).

When they are asked: "Has ever a Prophet or a Book sent down by God
also given this teaching that others beside Allah too are worthy of worship?
they present this practice of the Christians as an argument that they took
Jesus son of Mary as son of God and worshiped him; whereas the question
was not this whether the community of a Prophet had committed shirk or
not, but this whether a Prophet had himself taught shirk. Jesus son of Mary
had never said that he was son of God and that the people should worship
him. His own was the same teaching which every other Prophet had given
"My Lord as well as your Lord is Allah: so worship Him alone."

They were disinclined to believe in the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet
because he was neither a rich man nor a person of high worldly position
and rank. They said "Had Allah willed to appoint a prophet among us, He
would have appointed one of the great men of' our two cities (Makkah and
Taif). On that very basis, Pharaoh also had looked down upon the Prophet
Moses and said: "If Allah, the King of the heavens, had to send a
messenger to me, the king of the earth, He would have sent him with
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bracelets of gold and a company of angels in attendance. Where from has
this mendicant appeared | am superior to him, for the kingdom of Egypt
belongs to me, and the canals of the River Nile are flowing under my
control? What is the status of this man as against me? He has neither
wealth nor authority."

Thus, after criticizing each practice of ignorance of the disbelievers and
rejecting it with rational arguments, it has been pointed out: "Neither has
God any offspring, nor are there separate gods of the earth and heavens,
nor is there any intercessor who may be able to protect from His
punishment those who adopt deviation knowingly. Allah is far above this
that He should have children. He alone is the God of the whole Universe:
all others are His servants and not associates in His attributes and powers,
and only such men can intercede with Him, who are themselves followers
of the Truth and they also can intercede only for those who may have
adopted obedience of the Truth in the world."
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